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PYTHON ROCK, PAT’S BLUFF AND BRISTLEBIRD CREEK WALK 

 

Date: Saturday 20th November 2010   Participants:  Susan Cantrell, Gail Molson  
Photographer: Gail Molson     Walk Leader: Julie Lake 
 

It was a windy and surprisingly cold day for this time of year.  Julie, Susan and Gail set off at 6am for the 
start of the Python Rock track with Susan at the wheel and binoculars at the ready.  On the way we saw 
Jacaranda trees in full bloom at Sarabah(see above). This familiar track yielded some pleasant surprises –
notably a Yellow Robin’s nest complete with sitting bird, two Yellow-throated Scrub-wren nests  
(unoccupied) and – thrill of thrills! – a male Paradise Riflebird.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We heard the Riflebird calling from the trees near the bench, exactly where Jeff and Marg had told us it 
would be because they had seen it there courting a female a few days before.  Despite some hard looking, 
we didn’t see the bird then but did notice an intriguing but overgrown path heading to Pat’s Bluff.  We 
visited the Python Rock lookout, admired the view, with Moran’s Falls looking spectacular after all the rain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We tried again for the riflebird but with no luck (though we heard him calling) so filled with the spirit of 
adventure we headed along the poorly-marked path to Pat’s Bluff, which Susan remembered visiting many 
years ago.  This took us about a kilometer through to the cliff’s edge just north of the lookout, via a 
veritable forest of raspberry bushes where we browsed happily for a while.   

 

      



We then followed the power line through to the bluff, which offered spectacular views of the valleys and 
mountains to the west, with the faint tinkle of bell miners coming up from the gorge below.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s worth noting for the future that adding the Pat’s 
Bluff path to the Python Rock track effectively 
doubles the length of the walk and makes it more 
interesting because of the mix of habitat.   

On our way back to the car and in 
a bit of a hurry because Susan was 
starving; we heard the male 
Paradise Rifle-bird in the same 
area– but again he proved elusive.  

Tailed Emporer          “This bird is taunting us!”  
(Polyura sempronius)    said Julie.  A few minutes  
later & quite a bit further down the track, what was 
probably the same bird (though we are  
not sure about this) started calling again  
from trees overhead.                      Caper Gull (Cepora perimale) 

This was too much for Julie who started to yell 
insults at him, which obviously worked because the 
next thing was, the bird swooped low over- head and 
perched in a low branch nearby.   
This gave Susan and Julie the chance of a good look; 
while Gail, who had already photographed this bird 
further back up the track, was able to catch up with 
the others and get some even better shots. 

          



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Yellow Faced Whip Snake 

 

 

After this triumph we had a quick 
but much-needed snack back at the 
car and then headed down Duck 
Creek Road to Shepherd’s Lookout 
for a proper lunch.   
The clouds were closing in by now 
and a light drizzle started to fall but 
this did not deter our intrepid 
threesome who then set out on foot 
down the Bristlebird Creek track, 
with kind permission of Peter 
O’Reilly who owns the land.   
As always, this area offered good 
birding despite the time of day and       Sago Flower (Ozothamnos diosmifolius) 
windy, showery weather.  
Birds seen and heard here  
included varied triller, 
white-naped honeyeater  

(a nice change from the usual white-throated version of these difficult 
little naped honey-eaters) and a variegated fairy wren. 

We took time out from birding to 
examine and photograph various 
wildflowers as we followed the track  
right to the end, where there is a 
steep drop-off  into the gorge below 
and spectacular views north and west  
as well as eastwards across the gorge 
to the next ridge where the road runs 
up to O’Reilly’s.                                                                                 
A brief stop at Kamurun Lookout on 
the way home yielded not a single 
bird, not even the hoped-for wedge-
tailed eagle or superb blue wrens. As 
always, at the end of our birding days 
out, we returned home exhausted but happy. 
Wildlife adventures for the day included a rather 

battered small yellow-faced whip snake near the Python Rock lookout and a brown 
snake along the Bristlebird Creek track.    

Plus Julie managed to pick up about 15 ticks 
somewhere in the grass along Bristlebird Creek 
and spent the journey home picking them off her 
clothes and digging five of them out of her neck.  
This seems to be a really bad season for ticks so in 
future we might take more insect repellent along 
with us so we can deal with these hateful little 
pests more effectively.     

             End of Bristlebird Track 



   To dark for many bird photos, but lots of colourful life on the forest floor - that didn’t fly away ….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Bird list as follows:     51 birds 

PYTHON ROCK, PAT’S BLUFF AND BRISTLEBIRD CREEK WALK 20/10/2010 
  

Brush turkey  
 
Bassian thrush 
Logrunner 
 
Lewin's honeyeater  
Noisy miner  
Bell miner 
White-naped honeyeater  
Yellow-faced honeyeater 
 
Galah   
Sulphur-crested cockatoo  
King parrot 
Crimson rosella 
 
Brown pigeon   
Crested pigeon  
Wompoo pigeon 
 
Large-billed scrubwren 
White-browed scrubwren 
Yellow-throated scrubwren 
 
Grey butcherbird  
Pied butcherbird  
Magpie  
Pied currawong  
Torresian crow  
Willie wagtail 
 

Black-faced cuckoo-shrike 
Cicadabird 
Varied triller 
 
Brush cuckoo 
Fantail cuckoo 
 
Red-browed firetail finch  
Variegated wren 
Grey fantail  
Rufous fantail 
Golden whistler 
Paradise riflebird 
Catbird 
Satin bowerbird 
Spotted pardalote 
Brown thornbill 
Welcome swallow 
Eastern whipbird  
Grey shrike thrush 
Little shrike thrush 
Brown gerygone 
Yellow robin 
White-throated treecreeper 
Black-faced monarch flycatcher 
Spectacled monarch flycatcher 
Leaden flycatcher 
 
Kookaburra 
 
Pacific black duck  

    

     


